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SUB J : ELECTIONS TO BEGIN MARCH 28 

1 . THE FIRST ELECTIONS UNDER THE POCEDURES OUTLINED IN 

THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ARE SLATED TO BEGIN MARCH 
28 FOR PANCHAYAT OFFICIALS AT THE VILLAGE, TOWN AND 
DISTRICT LEVELS. THE FIRST ROUND OF ELECTIONS WILL COVER 
ONLY THREE ZONES (SETI, LUMBINI AND SAGARMATH) AND WILL 
PROBABLY LAST ABOUT THREE MONTHS. OFFICIALS AT THE BACK TO 
THE VILLAGE CAMPAIGN (BVC) ESTIMATE THAT ELECTIONS TO THE 
NATIONAL PANCHAYAT IN THOSE ZONES WILL TAKE PLACE IN LATE 
JUNE OR EARLY JULY. IN THE MEANTIME THE BVC IS CONTINUING 
ITS WORK IN ORGANIZING VILLAGES INTO BASIC ELECTORAL UNITS, 

ONLY AFTER WHICH CAN ELECTIONS FOR THE DISTRICT LEVELS TAKE 
PLACE. 

2. FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH OFFICIALS OF THE CAMPAIGN IT IS 
CLEAR THAT THE BVC IS TAKING SERIOUSLY ITS CONSITIUTIONAL 
MANDATE TO OVERSEE THE ELECTORAL PROCEDURES. ACCORDING 
TO ONE BOARD MEMBER "EVERY EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO PREVENT 
A DIVISIVE ELECTION BY STRIVING FOR CONSENSUS." IN 
PRACTICE THIS MEANS THAT THE CAMPAIGN IS APPROVING SLATES 
OF CANDIDATES TO BE ACCEPTED OR REJECTED BY THE ELECTORATE 
AT ALL LEVELS. CAMPAIGN OFFICIALS ADMIT THAT THE NUMBER 

OF CONTESTED ELECTIONS WILL BE "MINIMAL". SINCE THE 
CAMPAIGN, HOWEVER, IS EMPOWERED TO APPOINT PANCHAYAT 
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MAJORITY THE CAMPAIGN WILL BE ASSURED CONTROL EVEN IN THOSE 
FEW AREAS THAT A CONTESTED ELECTION TAKES PLACE. 

3. AT THE SAME TIME THAT THE NEW ELECTION PROCEDURES 
ARE BEING TESTED IN THREE ZONES, ELECTIONS UNDER THE OLD 
SYSTEM WILL BE UNDERTAKEN ON APRIL 12 TO FILL 17 SEATS IN 

THE NATIONAL PANCHAYAT. AMONG THOSE WHOSE SEATS EXPIRE ARE 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR HEALTH MRS. SUSHILA THAPA AND FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER KIRTI NIDHI BISTA. IN THE EVENT THAT MRS. 

THAPA SHOULD NOT CHOOSE TO RUN FOR ELECTION OR WERE TO BE 
DEFEATED SHE WOULD PROBABLY LOSE HER GOVERNMENT POST AS 
WELL SINCE THERE ARE NO CURRENT VACANCIES UNDER THE KING'S 
POWER TO DIRECTLY NOMINATE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL PANCHAYAT. 

4. COMMENT: FROM ALL WE CAN GATHER THE BVC HAS BEEN 
EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL IN ASSURING THAT ONLY THOSE PERSONS 
WHO "ACTIVELY SUPPORT THE PANCHAYAT" SYSTEM WILL STAND AS 
CANDIDATES. CONGRESS PARTY OFFICIALS AND, TO A LESSER 
EXTEN, THE LEFT WING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, HAVE 

SPENT THE WEEKS SINCE THE KING'S PROMULGATION OF THE 
SECOND AMENDMENT IN RURAL AREAS SEEKING TO ORGANIZE 
SUPPORTERS TO STAND FOR ELECTION. THE BVC HAS MADE 
CLEAR, HOWEVER THAT MERELY PLEDGING ALLEGIANCE TO 
THE PANCHAYAT IS INSUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR OBTAINING 
OFFICIAL APPROVAL; ONLY "TESTED AND ACTIVE SUPPORTERS" 

CAN HOPE TO WIN ELECTION, ACCORDING TO A RECEN STATE- 
MENT BY CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN K.B. SINGH. THE BVC 
HAS BEEN HOLDING AN EXTENSIVE SERIES OF SEMINARS INTHE 
THREE ZONES TO EXPLAIN THE NEW SYSTEM BUT, MORE IMPORTANTLY, 

TO APPROVE ITS SLATE OF CANDIDATES. CONGRESS PARTY 

OFFICIALS OR SYMPATHIZERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED HAVE ALL 

BUT ADMITTED DEFEAT IN THE FACE OF GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION. CARGO 
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